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I am replying to your letter dated 18 April 2007 about issues arising from a Freedom of
Information request you made to the Cabinet Office in 23 January 2006. You suggest that
the Cabinet Office may have ‘lost’ classified intelligence assessments made by the
Cabinet office in relation to the ability of Irag to produce nuclear weapons. | can assure
you that all records relating to the production of the Government’s dossier on Iragi WMD in
September 2002 and the subsequent inquiries are retained by the Cabinet Office. As for
the statements made to the House of Commons by the Prime Minister on these issues,
the Hutton Inquiry, the Butler Review and the Intelligence and Security and Committee
Report on Iraqi Weapons of Mass Destruction have covered these matters exhaustively
and | have nothing to add to their findings.

You are already aware that the handling of the information request you originally made to
Cabinet Office (ref FOI240450) is being investigated by the Information Commissioner
under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. You will be pleased to know that
my officials wrote to the Information Commissioner on 2 April informing him that in this
case the Cabinet Office was waiving its reliance upon the exemption in section 12 of the
Act in this case. We are currently searching our records and will provide a substantive
response to your original request by 26 April 2007, even though to do so will take us
beyond the appropriate cost limit.

| am copying this letter to the Information Commissioner.
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